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A good teacher is like a candle; it

consumes itself to light the way for others
— Author Unknown

Honoring Madera’s Best!

Salute to Education 2008

The Business and Education Committee of the Madera
Chamber of Commerce is proud to salute and recogniz e our
2007-08 Platinum Sponsors....

Educational Employees Credit Union
Madera Educational Foundation
Madera Unified Teachers Association
Pacific Gas & Electric
Pistoresi Ambulance Services

Round Table Pizza
Troxell & Mohr Physical Therapy

Working Together We DO Make A Difference!
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Kristi Fisher — Administrator of the Year

Made e

Kristi Fisher is the Special Education Administrator

OU(\W an(.j. School Psygho!ogist for the Golden 'VaIIey
Ce Unified School District. She has been with the
e\\en district for four years.
W an
W
Educa Laurene Hensle — Teacher of the Year

Laurene Hensle teaches kindergarten at Sierra Vista
Elementary and has been teaching for eleven years.
| am excited about the use of technology in my
classroom especially the Promethean Board. It has
infused me with new excitement and enthusiasm for
my profession.

Cheri Adams — Employee of the Year

Cheri Adams is the secretary of Sierra View School
and has worked there for 14 years. Everyday, |
strive to set a positive and welcoming atmosphere
in the office. It is my privilege to support our
principal and teachers so they can educate and
inspire the minds of the students of our district.

Salute to Education 2008

The Business and Education Committee and local scho ols

are proud to salute and recognize the

2008
Distinguished Teachers of the Year

Sponsors
Educational Employees Credit Union
Madera Educational Foundation
Madera Unified Teachers Association
Pacific Gas & Electric
Pistoresi Ambulance Services
Round Table Pizza
Troxell & Mohr Physical Therapy

Working Together We DO Make A Difference!




Madera Community College Center
Distinguished Teacher of the Year

HIF * Masters Degree in Counseling Education - Fresno
I Ip Onza eS Pacific College
» Pupil Personnel Services Credential - San Jose
State University
e Teaching Credential - University of California,
Irvine
» Bachelor of Arts Mexican American Studies-
California State University Long Beach
+ 32 years teaching experience including middle
school, high school, and college level
» Actively involved with the numerous non- profit
organizations to assist students with scholarships,
to improve education as well as promote and
celebrate
e Active in Association of Mexican American
Educators, California School Board Members
Association, Fresno Hispanic Scholarship Fund,
University of California Community ~College
Advisory Council, Western Association of College
Admissions Counselors, and California Faculty
Association

WHY TEACHING? - | became a teacher to work with students to help them
achieve their goals, be successful and be contributors to our community/ society

Alpha Elementary School
Distinguished Teacher of the Year

»  California State University — Fresno
Amanda Wade ; (s umessy
* 1t Grade Teacher
* 9 years of teaching experience; prior to teaching
in Madera taught for Ennis School District in
Texas
* Involved with Madera Unified Teachers
Association, CTA, MARC, and has been a
support provider for BITSA
¢ WHY TEACHING?
| have always enjoyed working with children. | am
a very dedicated and motivating person. These
are qualities | found in a teacher | had in high
school who never let me feel dumb, and
encouraged me to reach for any goals | set.
Being a teacher is not what | do, but who | am. It
is not a career, but a passion

PHILOSOPHY — Every child has the ability to learn. Children need to become
involved both mentally and physically in order for learning to take place. A child's
education needs to be in a safe environment where they feel free to become
involved, take risks, and be creative. Every child learns at a different level pace. It is
important for me to be a positive and supportive teacher to my students.




Berenda Elementary School
Distinguished Teacher of the Year

Alejandro Torres Medina

California State University — Fresno
Teacher 51 and 6t grade Special Education

4 years teaching experience and did his student
teaching at Washington Elementary School in Madera
WHY TEACHING?

There are many reasons why | have chosen to serve
students with disabilities. However, the most important
one is to promote the reality that children can
accomplish anything to which they set their minds.
The most important factor that is required to promote
this reality is the teacher's belief of the students'
abilities. It is my belief that my students' regardless of
ability shall be provided with tailored instruction that
will ~ meet the students’ specific needs.

PHILOSOPHY - | believe to be an effective educator you must possess the
ability to engage, inspire, educate, and make our world a better place. | am cognizant
of this in the role that | play in my student's life. Students need to be invigorated in
their learning along with an environment that promotes fairness and equality. My
students are repeatedly instilled with the idea that they can reach their individualized

potential and be successful.

Cesar Chavez Elementary School
Distinguished Teacher of the Year

Erin Scheidt

California State University — Fresno

2nd Grade Teacher

7 years of teaching experience including teaching 2nd
grade at Sierra Vista Elementary School

Helped open a library at Sierra Vista, served on
Leadership at Cesar Chavez and Sierra Vista, has
helped with Netherton Relays, and presently serves as
PTA secretary at Chavez

WHY TEACHING?

When my first child attended school, | was able to
volunteer in her class. | fell in love with teaching second
language learners and decided to return to college for my
teaching credential. My daughter was fortunate to have
two wonderful teachers, Margaret Goosen and Janie
Marcoux. | couldn't have hoped for better mentors to
assist me in my new career.

PHILOSOPHY — Teaching begins with a heartfelt and firm belief that children
can, and will, learn if given the proper support. Knowledge is powerful. | try to show my
students the value of how working hard and doing their best gives them the best
chances for a good life. Children in my class are expected to work hard, do their
personal best, be nice to one another, and look for ways to help others. | believe it is
important to feel that you have the power to help someone else.




Dixieland School
Distinguished Teacher of the Year

Diane
Chavira Pocius

California State University — Fresno

* 5t Grade Teacher

« 20 years of teaching experience

* Previous career experience: Fresno County
Office of Education, Fresno County of
Education, Waterford School, and Diocese of
Fresno

« Actively volunteers with Special Olympics and
Winners on Wheels

¢ WHY TEACHING?
| was 11 or 12 years old when | decided to
become a teacher. At that time and in my early
career, | thought that | would be History teacher,
but | fell into 5th Grade and it seemed to fit just
right

PHILOSOPHY

If you can save one child before you retire, then you have done a good job

Eastin-Arcola School
Distinguished Teacher of the Year

Allan Hancock Community College

Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo

* Member of California Teacher's Association and Madera
Area Reading Council

e Community Involvement includes Big Brothers Big Sisters,
Boy Scouts, and Relay for Life

¢ WHY TEACHING?

| became a single mother at a young age and knew that a
college degree would be necessary in order to provide my
son and me with a quality life. As a child, | always excelled
in school and several people suggested that | take up
teaching thinking it would be perfect for me. | took their
advice. I'm very glad | did. | moved 3 hours away from my
family to teach in Madera. It was huge gamble, but it has
been the best decision that | ever made! | owe a lot to
Madera.

Stacie Reed

PHILOSOPHY — 7o have a successful classroom a family-like enviro ~ nment must be
established. Students need to know that | care abou t them and they need to know that | will
push them to achieve their personal best. No child should ever be given up on or forgotten. If
we give our students the motivation to set goals, t hey can do anything. Nothing can stop
someone from achieving a dream if they put their mi nds to it. When parents, teachers,
students and the community share the same common vi sion, success is only a footstep away.




Furman High School
Distinguished Teacher of the Year

Rosalie
Bandy-Robinson -

PHILOSOPHY -

B.A. University of  Pacific,  Stockton
M.A. U.C. Davis, M.A.S.W. CSU Sacramento

Teaches 11" Grade - all subjects
29 years of teaching experience
WHY TEACHING?

| always wanted to teach like my Mom, though
middle school teaching at 22 almost changed
my mind. Farm worker child development and
consulting (CVOC) and family life education
(Madera Action Committee,) led me back to
public school alternative education, it's my
niche.

Every student should understand and accept

appropriate educational goals to grow above his/her present educational

status.

Howard School
Distinguished Teacher of the Year

Lorraine )
Tamberi '

California State University at Fresno
Currently teaching 5" and 6" grade

18 years of teaching experience including
teaching at Webster School

WHY TEACHING?

My mother, Carole Ragnetti, is an
outstanding example of what an educator
should be. She showed me how much fun,
and sometimes heartbreaking, teaching could
be. Being allowed to help her set up her
classroom each school year, and help some
of her co-workers (Maribeth Kell and Carol
Lawrence), ensured that teaching was in my
blood. | knew early on | wanted to be part of
that world. | consider myself lucky to have a
career that | love

PHILOSOPHY - As an educator, | am keenly aware that what | say to a
child on any given day may have a positive or negative affect on them, not just
for that day, but for the rest of their lives. | do my best each day to make sure
that each student has something positive to take with them




Jack G. Desmond Middle School
Distinguished Teacher of the Year

Noel Jimenez

University of California, Santa Cruz and Stanford
10 years of teaching experience

Teaches World History & US History

History Department Chair

Participated in Williamsburg Teacher Program

Will be attending Gilder Lehrman Seminars in
New York, Summer 2008

WHY TEACHING?

| was born in Fresno and am the proud son of a
field worker. My father always challenged me to
take advantage of all the opportunities that this
country gives us. | chose to become a teacher and
it is my desire to challenge my students to take
advantage of the opportunities available to them
as my Father did with me.

PHILOSOPHY - | am a lifelong student of history and events that have impacts
on society, this greatly interest me. | attempt to teach my students to learn and
recognize the impacts that history has on their lives. Many feel that history has
bearing on how many of us live our lives. Through different lessons, such as reading
or viewing historically accurate documents and films, it is my goal to teach my
students that history has an impact on how we all live our lives, but they can also be
a part of history by changing the world around us.

George Washington Elementary School
Distinguished Teacher of the Year

Ed Eha

California State University —
Fresno

5t and 6t Grade Teacher

12 years of teaching experience
WHY TEACHING?

| felt like | could make a
difference in the lives of students.
I am honored to be the
distinguished teacher from
George Washington Elementary.

PHILOSOPHY

| felt | could and can be a role model for students.




James Madison Elementary School
Distinguished Teacher of the Year

Melissa Ctibor

California State University — Fresno
National University

5% grade teacher with 9 years teaching
experience

WHY TEACHING?

While attending college | was asked to present
nutrition lessons to a group of 3rd graders. Being
a dietetics major, | had never thought about
teaching. | discovered | loved it.
| loved seeing their little eyes light up wondering
what they were going to learn. | graduated and
entered my dietetics career and little did | know
that 2 years later my boss would send me out
into the community to teach nutrition lessons.
Again | was reminded how happy teaching
made me. It was then that | decided to obtain
my teaching credential. | have been a teacher
ever since.

PHILOSOPHY — My philosophy can be summed up in one word, Inspiration.
My favorite quote about education comes from William Word. It reads:

The mediocre teacher tells - The good teacher explai ns - The great teacher
demonstrates - The superior teacher inspires

James Monroe Elementary School
Distinguished Teacher of the Year

Virginia Luna

California State University —Fresno
Teachers 15t — 31 grade
13 years teaching experience

Has served as grade level chair, Master
Teacher and is currently active on the
leadership team

WHY TEACHING?

| always had the desire to teach. | am very
fortunate and proud to have achieved this goal
after working as an instructional aide

Greatest Accomplishments - My two greatest
life accomplishments are having achieved my
goal of becoming a teacher and being a breast
cancer survivor. | attribute this victory not only
to my strong faith and high quality healthcare,
but also to my commitment and determination
to be here for my students.

PHILOSOPHY - | believe that as a teacher it is my responsibility to
provide a caring, nurturing, learning environment where my students can
achieve academic success and the confidence to reach for their future goals.




John Adams Elementary School
Distinguished Teacher of the Year

Ed Miller

California State University —Fresno
24 years of teaching at John Adams
4t grade Teacher

WHY TEACHING?

My dad, who was a dedicated teacher, was my
inspiration for entering the teaching profession.
After many years of observing my dad, a
lifelong learner himself, and his love for his
students, | was eager to have my own
classroom. Throughout my career, that
decision to enter the teaching profession has
been validated by the family atmosphere,
strong support, and positive influence of the
staff and administration we have had
throughout the vyears at John Adams
Elementary.

PHILOSOPHY - As ateacher, | believe it is my role to assist students as they
develop in mind, body, and spirit. In my classroom | provide a well rounded
curriculum that will not only stimulate their minds, but also encourage them to
expand their knowledge outside the classroom. | provide lessons and units of study
that draw on my students' prior knowledge so that they will find learning in my
classroom meaningful to their future. As we work through the curriculum and learn
how to be problem solvers, students will discover new ways to apply classroom

learning to real life.

Martha
Cardona

La Vina School
Distinguished Teacher of the Year

California State University —Fresno

3rd grade Teacher

23 years teaching experience

Involved in MUTA, School Site Council and
Jog-a-Thon, Math & Science Adoption
Committee

Volunteers at St. Joachim’s Church

WHY TEACHING?

As an English Language Learner attending
Sierra Vista School and not knowing the
language and culture was a struggle, but with
the dedication and inspiration of Mrs. Rosa
Gonzalez, everything seemed possible. Her
love for teaching inspired me to become an
educator and make an impact in student's
lives.

PHILOSOPHY - | firmly believe that every student has the potential and ability
to learn and succeed. My personal goal as a teacher is to connect the student,
parent and community to the school by helping them gain a greater understanding
of their future goals and aspirations to advance in life.




Lincoln Elementary School
Distinguished Teacher of the Year

¢ California State University — Fresno

Sherlsse Deonan : 2 grade teacher

14 years of teaching experience also taught at
Sierra Vista
*  WHY TEACHING?

Growing up in the Madera School system was
such a positive experience, | was inspired to
become a teacher. | was able to be a part of a pre-
teaching class my senior year of high school
where | helped in a kindergarten classroom daily
and had a lot of inspiration. This gave me the
desire to become a teacher. Finally, my 8 year old
autistic son changed how | feel about the way
children grow and has made me more devoted
and sensitive to students of all backgrounds that
walk through my classroom year after year.

PHILOSOPHY - It is my belief that teachers touch of the lives of students by
giving faith and love, which translates to knowledge. This is fostered in a positive,
nurturing environment where the love of learning can occur. Every child can be
encouraged to grow emotionally, socially, and academically at his/her own developmental
level. Celebrating every accomplishment, no matter how big or how small is my goal
everyday!

Madera Adult School
Distinguished Teacher of the Year

« California State University — Fresno

P attl e H O rn : 34 years teaching experience

Teaches Career Technical Education: Career
Technical Education: Business Skills, Clerical
Specialist, Bookkeeping/Accounting,
Administrative Medical Assistant,
Computers/Computer Software; Medical Math
and English Review

e Involved in California Council for Adult
Education and is a Past President of Madera
Chapter and Treasurer for Central Section.

e Greatest hobby is Boy Scouts. Den leader,
Commissioner, Trainer, and Merit Badge
Counselor; and a Wood Badge recipient; Camp
Director for 29 years

PHILOSOPHY -1 am fortunate to have the opportunity to work with a variety of ages
and cultures. All of them seem to learn very differently needing varied types of activities to
fulfill their learning styles. | look at these needs and provide them with tools to accomplish
their goals. | believe patience, understanding, encouragement, guidance, and enthusiasm
enables students to achieve. | believe that teaching is an action constantly in process; that
| learn as much from my students as they learn from me.




Enterprise Secondary School — M.C.O.E.
Distinguished Teacher of the Year

Brett Salinas

California State University, Fresno

« National University

¢ Fresno City College

¢ Teaches Social Science 9-12

« Prior Experience - Fresno Unified School
District

« Member of the National Council for the Social
Studies and California Teachers Association

e  WHY TEACHING?

Being a teacher is something that | always

wanted to do. The reason that | chose to be a

history teacher is because it's something I'm

very passionate about and | truly enjoy sharing

with my students. | hope to pass this love for

history on to my students.

PHILOSOPHY - In teaching we must strive to reach all students no matter how
difficult that may be. We must also equip them with skills they will need to function in
society and guide them in using these skills so that they may be able to make a
positive contribution to the world. As educators we must set high standards not only
for ourselves but for our students if we hope to see the maximum potential met.

Madera County Office of Education
Distinguished Teacher of the Year

Debi Jones

California State University —Fresno

Speech Pathologist at Millview and Pershing Elementary

Schools

« 23 years of teaching experience

¢« Member of American Speech and Hearing Assoc., holds
the Certificate of Clinical Competence from that
organization

« Coordinated preschool speech services for the County.
Developed Phonological Preschools for Madera County
and a Response to Intervention Program for speech.

« Active in church, loves to work with children's choirs and
youth drama

¢ WHY TEACHING?

I knew in High School that | wanted to touch children's

lives. | also knew that | wanted to work with children with

special needs. | was introduced to the field of Speech

Pathology as a sophomore in college. | immediately

changed my major to Communicative Disorders, and

have been in the field ever since!

PHILOSOPHY -1 have always had a heart for those who learn differently and
have communication challenges. | love to see the progress that my students make
and encourage them by showing them how much they have progressed. My goal for

the children whom 1 serve is to help them to reach their fullest potential and to
support the families and classroom teachers who touch my students' lives every day.




Pershing
Distinguished

Terl Pole

PHILOSOPHY — | believe that

Elementary School
Teacher of the Year

California State University — Fresno and
Fresno City College

34 Grade Teacher
30 years teaching experience
Involved in Madera’s Relay for Life

WHY TEACHING?
| knew at a very young age that | wanted

to become a teacher. | began as a
student aide, was later a paid aide,

volunteer, and then finally a certificated

teacher. | feel as if | was born to teach. In
other words, | feel like a fish in water

when I'm in my classroom.

reading, writing, and arithmetic are extremely

important, yet, so are being respectful, responsible, and resourceful. | have high academic
standards for my students and encourage them to work hard, never give up, and to always
make good choices. Besides trying to inspire them to become lifelong learners, | hope to help

them become successful, independent, and
my job and can imagine no other profession

productive adults. Teaching is my passion! | love
being as fulfilling or rewarding.

Madera High School

Distinguished
Sherry ;

Rodriguez :

Teacher of the Year

California State University - Fresno
Teaches High School English

17 years of teaching experience

1991 CW Cluster | Teacher of the Year

2007 School of Engineering, MHS Teacher of
the Year

WHY TEACHING?

While reading Blasco I|banez's “The Four
Horsemen of the Apocalypse,” | came across
an amazingly written passage, which caused
me to slam the book shut, wanting to say
something to someone. | realized then the
power of the written word and | realized that |
could turn and talk about literature forever as a
teacher. | never looked back.

PHILOSOPHY - There has never been a day in my teaching career where the
goal has not been for my students to master the standards of the English language
through the active pursuit of meaning of the written and spoken word. | try to evoke
a love for reading, writing and critical thinking because my students should realize
that there will always be just one more thing to learn.




Madera South High School
Distinguished Teacher of the Year

Eric Gipson

California State University — Fresno, University
of Wisconsin, University of Arizona and UC
Berkley

Received a BA in Zoology and Minor in
Chemistry

Science and History
20+ years of teaching experience
WHY TEACHING?

As a child | loved my teachers and was really
inspired by them to become a teacher

PHILOSOPHY

Hold students responsible for what they can do on their own and help be

successful with that which they can not.

Martin Luther King, Jr. Middle School
Distinguished Teacher of the Year

Charlida Kemble

Fresno Pacific University
Teaches 7th and 8th grade Algebra

14 years of teaching; also taught at John
Adams Elementary School

WHY TEACHING?

As a young child | would gather the
children in my neighborhood into our
garage, | would teach them all the things
| was learning in school. Little did | know
teaching would be my calling. | was
fortunate to have teachers with more
than one way to present a concept. They
possessed great character, encouraged
and respected me as well as make
suggestions to help me change and
develop into a responsible human being.
| hope and aspire to be such an influence
as they were to me.

PHILOSOPHY - My heart for teaching comes from my love of learning. |
believe, with all my heart, that every child has the innate desire and ability to learn. |
have the honor and privilege to be in contact with children five days a week and the
opportunity to make a difference in their lives. | take this as one of the highest

callings in all the world




Millview Elementary School
Distinguished Teacher of the Year

Maricela Ramirez

California State University/Fresno Currently
teaching 3 Grade

15 years teaching experience in K-3' grade
Involved with church as a volunteer at youth
retreats, work with engaged couples, and also
volunteers to teach CCD

WHY TEACHING?

| decided to become a teacher when | was in

elementary school. | love to learn and wanted
to pass that love of learning to children

PHILOSOPHY - Education is the key to a brighter future. | believe that any
child, despite his/her circumstances, can learn and can be successful. Also, |
believe parents and teachers are an important part of a child's education. Their
encouragement and support will help the child in his/her educational journey.

Mountain Vista High School
Distinguished Teacher of the Year

Brian
O’Donovan

Miami-Dade Community Junior College, Defense
Language Institute; Monterey, La Universidad
Nacional de Panama, Chapman College, University of
Maryland and received Masters Degree at California
State University-Fresno

U.S. Army — 13 years of service & Author of 3 books
Member of Assn. of Mexican-American Educators of
California, Friends of Madera County Library, and
WASC participant

WHY TEACHING?

Ever since | was very young | aspired to become a
teacher. It is a noble endeavor. My models were the
dedicated nuns of the order of The Holy Sisters of
Nazareth, at St. John Vianney Minor Seminary | was
taught by highly dedicated priests of The Vicentian
Order. | attended Christopher Columbus Catholic High
School for Boys in Miami, Florida and was taught by
dedicated Marist Brothers. | not only have a vocation
for teaching, but an avocation.

PHILOSOPHY - Einstein said, "Modeling is not only a way to teach. It is the only
way to teach." When | want my kids to read, | read. When | want them to write, | write.
Thanks to noted author Vicky Phillips, | learned the importance of establishing a
relationship with each of my students as a foundation to teach them.




Nishimoto Elementary School
Distinguished Teacher of the Year

Alvina Carillo

e California State University — Fresno

« Teachers Kindergarten

» 32 years of teaching experience including
29 years at Washington School

* Active Member of School California
Kindergarten Association and MARC

e Kappa Delta Pi

PHILOSOPHY — Each child is unique and brings something special to
the classroom. My role is to help each student to meet their fullest potential; to
provide an environment that is caring, safe, and one that supports risk taking,
as well as respects differences. | hope to instill curiosity and enthusiasm for
learning into each child.

Gould Educational Center
Distinguished Teacher of the Year

PatnCla B rattl N : National University

Special Day Class-High School Level for
Special Education

* 6 years teaching experience

¢ Teaches Sunday School and is involved in
other church activities

*  WHY TEACHING?

| decided that | wanted to be a teacher
when | was in the second grade because |
had a really special teacher that | admired.
| worked with children a lot as | got older. |
took a work experience class where |
worked in a 1st grade classroom for 2
hours a day during my senior year of high
school.

PHILOSOPHY - | believe that a teacher plays a very important role in the lives of their
students. A teacher needs to be a positive role model in the classroom and should treat all
students with respect. Students deserve the opportunity to learn in a safe and comfortable
environment. All students learn differently and teachers need to be prepared to help the
students with their individual learning styles. It's important for teachers to teach valuable skills
to prepare students for their life out in the community. | believe that the classroom should be a
place where enthusiastic learning takes place so that students can look forward to coming to
school everyday.




Pioneer Technical Center
Distinguished Teacher of the Year

¢ California State University —Fresno

M arC|al OCam po : National University

Previous to teaching was a Juvenile Drug and
Alcohol Counselor with Madera County Behavioral
Health Services

*  WHY TEACHING?

| have always enjoyed working with teens and had
a passion to be a role model. | believe that teaching
provides me with a high level of opportunity to be a
positive influence. | know | can make a difference in
many students' lives in my position. This is a role |
desired knowing | can impact the direction of my
students future choices. | can't imagine a more
rewarding career!

PHILOSOPHY - In order to connect with the students and connect the students
to the classroom, | value respecting and incorporating the individual's background.
Allowing the students' experiences to come into the learning process both engages
and enhances their overall learning and commitment learning. | believe learning
can occur from teacher to student, student to student, and student to teacher and |
embrace this in all that | do.

Ripperdan High School
Distinguished Teacher of the Year

« National University, UCLA, Pasadena City College
Ke n S I Ckels « 3 years of teaching experience; History and Art

*  WHY TEACHING?
Many people have great experiences attending high
school. However | did not and as a result | made the
worst decision by dropping out. For the next eight
years | worked dead-end jobs. Got laid off & a friend
encouraged me to go back to school. My uncle
stepped forward and said if | was serious | could live
with him. In my 3rd college semester another student
with limited English, put a tape recorder out to record
a class lecture. The instructor refused to let her do
this. She needed help and asked the instructor what
to do and he suggested she ask me to tutor her.
There is more to the story but after tutoring the
student is when | realized teaching was my future.

PHILOSOPHY - try an approach where | make lessons about life as important as the
history lessons | give. | try to encourage my students to participate more and take more
responsibility for their education. | add a daily quote to my lessons that my students address,
and they may discuss their feelings about the quote and what it means to them. This, | feel, is
the key to connecting with my students. They began to see how the quotes | chose related to
their lives and they, | believe, began to feel a connection with me.




Sierra Vista Elementary School
Distinguished Teacher of the Year

* California State University —Fresno

Cl ndy Henard : Alliant University

3 Grade Teacher with 16 years experience

* Active in Central Valley Computer User
Educators

e Began a user group for 2nd-5th grade
teachers to share technology ideas for their
Promethean Boards, Conducted classes for
teachers on using technology in the classroom

*  WHY TEACHING?
| decided to become a teacher when | was
very young because | had such great role
models in my own teachers. My grandmother
was a second grade teacher and she enjoyed
teaching so much that | wanted to be like her.

PHILOSOPHY - | think that teachers should be facilitators of learning. | maintain
a positive learning environment where students are not afraid to take risks. Learning
should be fun for all. | want students to acquire a love for reading. It is important to keep
parents and students informed of their progress and to have an open door policy for
parents. | believe that using technology helps students learn, keeps them interested, and
prepares them for their future

Thomas Jefferson Middle School
Distinguished Teacher of the Year

Te rrl J O rg e n Se n « California State University — Fresno

e Masters in Education

e Currently teaches 7th/8th grade
Special Education

e 12 years of teaching experience
including Ag Science at 9 and 10"
grade level Sierra High School,
Tollhouse, CA

e Involved in 4-H and FFA, Peer
Helper, GATE Advisor

¢ Active with St. Joachim's Catholic
Church

PHILOSOPHY — As an educator, | believe that all students have the ability to
achieve academic success. My goal is to find the students' interests and strengths
and build upon them. | strive to create a safe, non-threatening environment so
students can be more receptive to learning. Last, but not least, | want to be a
positive role model for my students and inspire them to have the courage to pursue
their dreams




Salute to Education 2008

The Business and Education Committee of the
Madera Chamber of Commerce

Congratulates all the honorees and thanks
you for your continued dedication

Sponsors
Educational Employees Credit Union
Madera Educational Foundation
Madera Unified Teachers Association
Pacific Gas & Electric
Pistoresi Ambulance Services
Round Table Pizza
Troxell & Mohr Physical Therapy

Working Together We DO Make A Difference!




