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Chamber of Commerce

Business and Education Committee
presents the
2008

Salute to Education

Awards Ceremony

A good teacher is like a candle; it

consumes itself to light the way for others
— Author Unknown

Honoring Madera’s Best!

Salute to Education 2008

Chamber of Commerce is proud to salute and recogniz e our
2007-08 Sponsors....

Educational Employees Credit Union
Madera Educational Foundation
Madera Unified Teachers Association
Pacific Gas & Electric
Pistoresi Ambulance Services

Round Table Pizza
Troxell & Mohr Physical Therapy

Working Together We DO Make A Difference!




Salute to Education 2008

The Business and Education Committee and Madera Uni  fied
Teachers Association is proud to salute and recogni ze the

2008 Friends of Education

This award acknowledges local volunteers who have g iven of their time
and provided resources to enhance local educational programs

Sponsors
Educational Employees Credit Union
Madera Educational Foundation
Madera Unified Teachers Association
Pacific Gas & Electric
Pistoresi Ambulance Services
Round Table Pizza
Troxell & Mohr Physical Therapy

Working Together We DO Make A Difference!

Friend of Education Award

Madera Unified Teachers Association
and
Berenda Elementary School
recognizes with great appreciation

Berenda Elementary School has selected Lori Van
Hoogmoed as the parent volunteer of the 2007-08
school year. Mrs. Van Hoogmoed has taken on
the responsibility of our box top program. She has
two children here at Berenda and volunteers in
both classrooms as much as possible. Mrs. Van
Hoogmoed is a wonderful role model for our
students.




Friend of Education Award

Madera Unified Teachers Association
and
LaVina Elementary School
recognizes with great appreciation

Lucy Hernandez, is a retired nurse who comes every
day to La Vina School to help in her great
granddaughter's kindergarten class. While in class,
she helps students as well as whenever and
wherever help is needed. She supervises on the
playground and supports learning in class. Lucy
does everything from helping students to use their
scissors, to listening to them read. Students and
teachers alike call her Grandma Lucy and she
brightens the day for each and every person she
meets at LaVina School.

Friend of Education Award

Madera Unified Teachers Association
and
Sierra Vista Elementary School
recognizes with great appreciation

Alice Cantu is Sierra Vista's Friend of Education. Alice has
been involved from the beginning of her daughter's education
at Sierra Vista, including preschool, in helping children learn.
She does prep work at home, goes to the MCOE to make die
cuts, chaperones field trips, and helps organize school fund-
raising. An active member of the Parent Club, Alice
purchases fundraising supplies and handles money. She
attends Site Council meetings and provides valuable input.
Each morning she is in her daughter's classroom to get her
"assignment” of what help the kindergarten team needs for
the day. Mrs. Cantu's freely-given time and efforts to the
children and staff of Sierra Vista have truly made her our
"Friend of Education”.




Friend of Education Award

Madera Unified Teachers Association
and Howard School
recognizes with great appreciation

Howard's Friend of Education for 2008 is Miesha
Ellard. She’s been a tremendous help in Ms. Winton's
kindergarten class this year. Ms. Winton says, "l don't
know what | would do without her (except put in longer
hours doing "prep" myself)." Most mornings she comes
in to do "prep* work, and on some occasions, when
she is not working, she has stayed longer to help
during centers. She’s chaperoned every field trip and
has been very generous to provide scholarships for
students who could not afford the field trips. She most
graciously volunteered at our school carnival. She
always asks if anything is needed for the classroom.
Besides all that, she has her own catering business!

Friend of Education Award

Madera Unified Teachers Association
and
James Madison Elementary School
recognizes with great appreciation

Madison Elementary is fortunate to have such a
supportive parent as we have with Maria Yenis.
Maria has 3 children attending Madison and two
more children at home. Still, she makes the time
between her family and work to serve on our school
Site Council and help with classroom and school
events. Maria not only cares for the children of our
school, but she cares for the staff at Madison with
kindness and generosity. We are truly fortunate to
have such a wonderful parent. Thank you, Maria.




Friend of Education Award

Madera Unified Teachers Association
and
Thomas Jefferson Middle School
recognizes with great appreciation

Thomas Jefferson Middle School's 2008 Friend of
Education is Kristy Krezman. She is the president
of the Parent Club and is an active supporter and
involved in ALL things Jefferson.

Friend of Education Award

Madera Unified Teachers Association
and
Pershing Elementary School
recognizes with great appreciation

Alfred Rodriguez is Pershing's Friend of Education
winner for 2008. Alfred is our morning Crossing
Duty Volunteer. He also volunteers his time in one
of our Kindergarten classrooms. He has a son in
First Grade as well as a daughter in Kindergarten.
He always has a positive attitude when working with
our children. We believe that Alfred Rodriguez is a
perfect example and role model of our Character
Counts program here at Pershing Elementary.




Friend of Education Award

Madera Unified Teachers Association
and
Nishimoto Elementary School
recognizes with great appreciation

Nishimoto's Friend of Education is Linda Gallegos.
Mrs. Gallegos has helped in her granddaughter's
classroom since Nishimoto Elementary opened in
2005. She not only helps in her granddaughter's
classroom but she helps in the cafeteria, on the
playground, or in other classes if needed. She is
always available to help chaperone or help with
extracurricular activities. She brings in supplies for
students when needed. Mrs. Gallegos is an excellent
friend to Nishimoto School. We are very pleased to
recognize her as our Friend of Education.

Friend of Education Award

Madera Unified Teachers Association
and
Millview Elementary School
recognizes with great appreciation

Millview's Friend of Education is Christina Jones.
Ms. Jones has two daughters attending Millview,
the oldest in fourth grade and the youngest is in
kindergarten. Christina has been volunteering in her
daughters' classrooms since her oldest was in
preschool. She is actively involved in the classrooms
and she is also President of the School Site Council.
Christina is also the parent volunteer in the
Alternative Governance Board. Millview is pleased
to recognize her as our Friend of Education.




Friend of Education Award

Madera Unified Teachers Association
and
Martin Luther King, Jr., Middle School
recognizes with great appreciation

MLK's Friend of Education for 2008 is Phil Gonzalez. Mr.
Gonzalez is a Counselor at the Madera Community College
Center. Despite all of the duties that he has, he still finds time
to become involved in other areas of the Madera community.
Phil has been a speaker for Martin Luther King, Jr., Middle
School students on numerous occasions. His favorite topic to
share with students is the life and legacy of Cesar Chavez, he
recently spoke here in honor Chavez's birthday. Phil has
adopted one of Mr. Chavez's mottos as his own, “Si Se Puede."
King Middle School also believes that "We Can" with the
incredible help that we have received from Mr. Gonzalez. It is
with great pleasure that we recognize Mr. Phil Gonzalez for his
cultural contributions to our school.

Friend of Education Award

Madera Unified Teachers Association
and
Madera South High School
recognizes with great appreciation

#

Madera South High School is very pleased and
proud to recognize the Madera Evening Lions Club.
Their program of providing eye examinations and
eye glasses to students without the means to pay
for them is a great contribution to our students and
our community.




Friend of Education Award

Madera Unified Teachers Association

and Madera High School

recognizes with great appreciation
Bob Cadenazzi is Madera High's 2008 Friend of Education. Bob

has selflessly helped the Science Department with transporting
students for years. He has given up much of his time to transport
and chaperone students to events from Fresno to San Diego. Bob
is always accommodating to our needs. He is great with the
students and is always ready to jump in and help with any task. He
has taken students on camping trips numerous times and has the
patience and expertise to help them with setting up tents and
adjusting to the rough life in camp. Bob is very easy-going and
does not let any of our little challenges bother him. Bob has been
the extra vehicle so many times that allow more of our students the
opportunity to experience a Science Club Field Trip. He is always
eager to offer his services when asked. Bob almost covers all his
own expenses and has jumped through all the hoops (and
expenses) necessary to transport MUSD students.

Friend of Education Award

Madera Unified Teachers Association
and
Lincoln Elementary School
recognizes with great appreciation

%

Lincoln Elementary would like to recognize Ralph
Hunter as their 2008 Friend of Education nominee.
Mr. Hunter organized the group “Kids' Safety First”,
a group of volunteers that assist students at Lincoln
Elementary in crossing the streets safely before
and after school. Mr. Hunter has helped with
fundraising monies to purchase signs and safety
equipment to ensure the safety of volunteers and
students. Lincoln is a safer place for our students
because of Mr. Hunter's efforts.




Friend of Education Award

Madera Unified Teachers Association
and
John Adams Elementary School
recognizes with great appreciation

&

Joann Cook has been a faithful kindergarten volunteer for
two years. She has made our memory books, taken
pictures, been head room mother, and sent party treats for
classrooms. She made every parent in Ms. Smith's class a
picture CD of the year. The second year, she promised Mrs.
Mahoney help because she recognized that the afternoon
Kindergarten had less help. She collected scissors, glue,
crayons and many other school supplies for our school over
the summer. She purchased these herself. When the new
year started, she became the unofficial kindergarten
photographer for three classrooms. She continued to send
party goodies for all three classes. She is still making our
memory books even though she works full time now. We
are extremely fortunate to have had Joann for our volunteer.

Friend of Education Award

Madera Unified Teachers Association
and
James Monroe Elementary School
recognizes with great appreciation

James Monroe's Friend of Education is Susana De
Luna. Ms. De Luna is a single mother of 3 children, two
teenagers and a five-year-old. She goes to college full-
time and works part-time. She volunteers in her son's
kindergarten class five hours per week. Susana says it
is sometimes hard going to school, working, and raising
a family alone, but that it's worth it. She wants her
children and other single moms to see that if you work
hard you can reach your goals and dreams of a better
life for yourself and your family. Susana says, "Never
give up, no matter how hard it gets."




Friend of Education Award

Madera Unified Teachers Association
and
George Washington Elementary School
recognizes with great appreciation

Laura Maldonado is George Washington Elementary school's
Friend of Education for 2008. Her son, Paul Campos, attends
our school. Parental support is always an important factor in
how students perform at school and it was noted by Paul's
teachers that his mom has always made sure he had his
homework complete and assignments turned in on time. Paul
has perfect attendance this year and is one of the top
performing students in his class. Laura has helped our children
and teachers by supplying classroom supplies, treats, and
supervision on field trips. She has been active in many of
Washington's school events such as our annual Mercedes
Lozano Christmas Dinner. She attends our ELAC meetings at
school and is our representative at the District ELAC meetings.
Keep it up Laura, thank you!

Friend of Education Award

Madera Unified Teachers Association
and
Duane E. Furman High School
recognizes with great appreciation

Lydia Rocha is Duane E. Furman's "Friend of
Education”. She is the mother of a ninth grader and
a grandmother of an eleventh grader who attend
our school. Both students started in January, 2008.
However, Mrs. Rocha started serving on Furman's
School Site Council in December, 2007. She has
always made herself available to help out whenever
requested. Mrs. Rocha's help, especially during our
visit with WASC, has been invaluable.




Friend of Education Award

Madera Unified Teachers Association
and
Dixieland School
recognizes with great appreciation

Ken Schmidt is Dixieland School's 2008 Friend of Education.
He attended Dixieland School in the 1950's and made a
donation this year in honor of his father who had served on
the Dixieland Elementary School Board. He cares about the
students of our school. Mr. Schmidt provided generous financial
support that allowed many 6th grade students, who couldn’t
afford it, to participate in the once-in-a-lifetime
experience of going to camp at the Sonora Science Camp. He
also spent time with students by driving up to camp to
encourage them. His support, and the support of others like him,
have helped to make Dixieland School a 2008 California
Distinguished School. We thank him for his generosity and
encouragement by providing this opportunity for our students.

Friend of Education Award

Madera Unified Teachers Association
and
Alpha Elementary School
recognizes with great appreciation

Alpha has been heart and soul of Janet Bitter. For two years,
she has applied her education to the Treasurer position
on the Executive Board of Caring Parents and Teachers.
Fundraisers to fieldtrips, she’s been actively involved wherever
she is needed and absolutely enjoys working with
all of the individuals at Alpha. They have become a genuine
“second family” to her and Brian. She commits herself to
volunteering at Alpha every Friday. She purchases the supplies
and is the driving force in fundraising events. This year, she
developed two new programs at Alpha, “Caught Being Good”
where wristbands and snacks are rewarded weekly. This
program allows teachers to recognize children who exert good
behavior. The other program and reward is given monthly, for
perfect attendance as a class.




Salute to Education 2008

The Business and Education Committee of the
Madera Chamber of Commerce

Congratulates all the honorees and thanks
you for your continued dedication

Sponsors
Educational Employees Credit Union
Madera Educational Foundation
Madera Unified Teachers Association
Pacific Gas & Electric
Pistoresi Ambulance Services
Round Table Pizza
Troxell & Mohr Physical Therapy

Working Together We DO Make A Difference!




